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Grounded in a criminalized tradition of Black radical analysis, this
lecture reframes “mass incarceration” as carceral war. In doing so, it
demystifies the U.S. prison system as a modality of counter-
insurgency. Challenging popular conceptions of “correctional
institutions” as inert sites of penological intervention, it illuminates
the prison’s hidden technologies of subjugation and charts their
relation to global archives of colonial power. By theorizing the
prison in this way, this talk foregrounds the complex and protracted
formations of Black Revolt against which prisons are constantly
mobilized. It demonstrates that the imperative of “neutralizing” the
very possibility of Black Revolt is a primary historical driver of
prison expansion and innovation. Here “method” takes on a dual
meaning, referring not only to the techniques through which scholars
can apprehend, theorize, and write about this war, but more
importantly, how it is concretely imposed and contested. Without
understanding carceral spaces as zones of undeclared domestic war,
zones that are inextricably linked to imperial and officially
acknowledged wars abroad, we cannot fully understand how and why
the United States became the global leader of incarceration that it is
today, nor will we be able to effectively fight back.
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