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NEW EXHIBITION

Pintor de Poemas: Unseen Works by Alfredo Ramos Martinez
September 13-December 14, 2025

Acclaimed Mexican modernist Alfredo Ramos Martinez has typically been viewed
as apolitical. In this groundbreaking reappraisal, more than 25 mural studies,
drawings, and paintings by Ramos Martinez—most never or rarely exhibited—
shed new light on his vision and demonstrate his engagement with labor,
revolution, Indigenous identity, and war in early twentieth-century Mexico and Los
Angeles. The exhibition takes its title from an early description of Ramos Martinez
as “one of those who paints poems,” calling attention to what has been overlooked
in his work and the systems that shaped it.
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https://m5vkh5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kZfSJJXETJ8e7VlJzgSybHLPrAt82jnTfNOX03CEcWGuXAhCncop00oACbNXavyxzN7V8iI3gTICohsCsiZzj70lb7t5vEp2W3Xd3Rpa3bwEWGVUry3n09V1t5br4wQwTUagx-zsXyO-RdyU6WVakoq_Ea1j21Xw1GArAhAHTg5FQ3bxPIO0TrwED-QlMvY1hU9vas1xHJNkkTsYnvlzfNY5nmt3iEd3xIwkpzal81d1mduY4uzJ6Ke8u2DN4XSv&c=LfZt9KFCwroYeRkvKI-VN8-R83cnowBThDfoLG9WAA_SdqXZlShLIA==&ch=PCFcaCOFTgvrcUDWeseEe8MjIE16Tk6pm-eXkiKTeH79fsA72Yag1Q==
https://m5vkh5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kZfSJJXETJ8e7VlJzgSybHLPrAt82jnTfNOX03CEcWGuXAhCncop00Vw3qbRMuUy_kknAG2NSL6JlNvTSmj-9oiCcDhhgCF8DX7kmk_KlCQDCTUVaCcK2zuHk89GcNUMG3n1hCW6c9MEOQ0OpWtIU3DcmPvZJLkL4x_DifrL9MK1FIaVyluLYVtgtc-kso15N-3MJ-_iYXxUU1-lCu1I5rDAiRArlK74UloLnwm9C00TpcqHdZ9g7a4_xrDRBNTfseUMzPL78kYKl86CU5ymhL7xe3C07izVxaSqpTjMipPaAg5YKDjXG6LziP63wN0_DofJGo3jgSKp58VDj77xNJ2wK3gNG3aiyyNAMFrNVOtShulpif4BhXAJU60hNbZcd_v88eM4peNhMlBz5lR6dsmdkLgRAsUWsiyuJRSCkeERopPHuognBqGcCR5sR8kR6G3558RKHQGApUOLJRjDcOamihhXMHs5YkfZYtjL0AKZ85TbMMey5mzJeKI3UpkP9RbCEl809h1hMI11amSL3PesBPA-ny_6z_K_TE96hBI3_6q_LAT1TBo3yhpM_RHctTOfOgOZF4PpcWzVoztwvMGMfsmxSveWjahTHXe7crcg-CLD92BgHo8bX5kGaljXJd-5LuP4F4pGZOe4Moy-9nNOXQQDR_0MJAipXwemIv7KS0Y__dT8LoKmC1jN8OYkIx_sKL1Q4uXrMKEbN0gaKc-v8sSTpGhfZODcB8bYv8GA_RI7T7a5WFlN_PUeDKAz2kffVkEcGOq23kS-zjKEcIVVQ1zsqrV-4BK-LC54j6eJj2rtfFtnpk4bt-eFEhQloGLVdYBRJRykDk-EPsH0d5NRIn7Tqzxn2_nr3grKFQVwqiaOzHim5A==&c=LfZt9KFCwroYeRkvKI-VN8-R83cnowBThDfoLG9WAA_SdqXZlShLIA==&ch=PCFcaCOFTgvrcUDWeseEe8MjIE16Tk6pm-eXkiKTeH79fsA72Yag1Q==

Alfredo Ramos Martinez (1871-1946) has long been recognized as a key figure in
Mexican modernism. After serving as director of the Escuela Nacional de Bellas
Artes in Mexico City, where he innovated open-air painting schools and influenced
a generation of muralists, Ramos Martinez relocated to Los Angeles in 1930.
There, he created private commissions and public artworks, including Las
Vendedoras de Flores (The Flower Vendors)in Scripps College’s Margaret Fowler
Memorial Garden in 1946, a mural left unfinished at the time of his death. Timed
ahead of the 80th anniversary of The Flower Vendors, the exhibition presents
studies for the mural alongside other rarely shown works that foreground struggle,
resistance and the lived experiences of Indigenous people, inviting a
reconsideration of this beloved campus fresco and its portrayal of women’s labor
as well as the artist himself.

The exhibition is accompanied by a richly illustrated publication featuring essays
by guest curator Robin Dubin ’12; Rosalia Romero, assistant professor of art
history at Pomona College; and Armando Pulido, assistant curator of special
projects at the Huntington; as well as a foreword by Ruth Chandler Williamson
Gallery director Erin M. Curtis and a timeline of the Scripps mural, Las
Vendedoras de Flores (The Flower Vendors).

Pintor de Poemas: Unseen Works by Alfredo Ramos Martinez, its companion
publication, and related programs have been made possible through the generous
support and partnership of Benjamin Moore & Co. and Catalina Paints, Martha
Gonzalez, Scripps Fine Arts Foundation, Scripps Presents, The Jean and Arthur
Ames Art Fund, The Mary Davis MacNaughton Endowment, and The Verna Clark
Davis Fund.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Join the Williamson Gallery for these free, public events presented in conjunction
with Pintor de Poemas:

Opening Reception
Saturday, September 13, 2025 | 7-9 PM
Ruth Chandler Williamson Gallery

Celebrate the opening of Pintor de Poemas: Unseen Works by Alfredo Ramos
Martinez with an evening of art and refreshments as well as classic boleros,
rancheras, and more from LA-based trio romantico Voz Bohemia. Be among the
first to experience this revelatory exhibition and gather in community to honor the
complex legacy of the acclaimed artist whose work is etched into the heart of the
Scripps College campus.

Modeling the Photoreduction of a Chromium (VI) Pigment in Alfredo
Ramos Martinez’s The Flower Vendors

Wednesday, October 1, 2025 | 12—-1 PM

Hampton Dining Room (above Malott Commons)

With an introduction by Professor of Chemistry Nancy Williams, Scripps alumna
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and art conservation major Gillian Holzer ‘19 will discuss her thesis work on Las
Vendedoras de Flores (The Flower Vendors) fresco in the Margaret Fowler
Memorial Garden. It’s difficult to use chrome yellow, a favorite color of the
Impressionists, in traditional fresco because the alkalinity causes the chrome
yellow to turn brown. Gillian posited that Ramos Martinez used a wax emulsion to
prevent the browning of the yellow color. Her thesis experiment shows that the
wax binder Ramos Martinez created yields a more stable chrome yellow than the
long chain fatty acids, like linseed oil, used by Impressionists. Holzer’s work is
mentioned in the exhibition catalog for Pintor de Poemas: Unseen Works by
Alfredo Ramos Martinez. This program is supported by the Scripps Presents
STEM @Noon series, spotlighting Scripps alums.

Urban Labor in Alfredo Ramos Martinez’s 1932 Mural Sketches
Tuesday, October 14, 2025 | 2 PM
Ruth Chandler Williamson Gallery and Margaret Fowler Memorial Garden

Join Rosalia Romero, Assistant Professor of Art History at Pomona College, for a
talk on four recently discovered drawings by Alfredo Ramos Martinez featured in
Pintor de Poemas: Unseen Works by Alfredo Ramos Martinez. Dr. Romero will
explore how these works reveal another side of Ramos Martinez, whose
California-era works are often linked with art deco style and pastoral themes.
These works reveal his experimentations with the Mexican avant-garde movement
Estridentismo and reflect a broader shift in Mexican art from images of rural labor
to depictions of industrial workers. They also demonstrate the artist’s efforts to
challenge expectations of his own practice.

Following the program, guests are invited to view the exhibition and enjoy tea in
the Margaret Fowler Memorial Garden, the site of Martinez final mural, Las
Vendedoras de Flores (The Flower Vendors). Presented in partnership with the
Scripps Fine Arts Foundation.

Mdusica, Altarista, Muralista!l Remembering Alfredo Ramos Martinez
Thursday, October 23 | 6-9 PM
Ruth Chandler Williamson Gallery and Margaret Fowler Memorial Garden

Honor the legacy of painter and muralist Alfredo Ramos Martinez and the stories
of people in struggle, through art, music, and community. The evening will begin in
the Williamson Gallery with a short performance by the critically acclaimed
mariachi group The Mata Family. A lively musical procession will then lead guests
to the Margaret Fowler Memorial Garden—home to Ramos Martinez’s final

mural Las Vendedoras de Flores (The Flower Vendors)—for the dedication of an
altar by installation artists Ofelia Esparza and Rosanna Ahrens Esparza. The
celebration will conclude with a concert by members of the Grammy Award—
winning band Quetzal and a spirited fandango. Bring your dancing shoes and your
love of music and art!

Organized by Associate Professor and Chair of the Intercollegiate Department of
Chicanx/Latinx Studies Martha Gonzalez, the Ruth Chandler Williamson Gallery,
and Scripps Events.
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Hours: Wed-Sun, 12—4 pm
Instagram: @ruthchandlerwilliamsongallery | rcwg.scrippscollege.edu

Ruth Chandler Williamson Gallery, Scripps College | 251 E 11th St. | Claremont, CA 91711
us
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https://m5vkh5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kZfSJJXETJ8e7VlJzgSybHLPrAt82jnTfNOX03CEcWGuXAhCncop00oACbNXavyxgoXUiq8OzvN73QdQpS4d4JjA0xY0Oi7o0q_o2alNSdL7gy-4wXYhkItmdZbFE862Ls7IjXbz5OqzP3yJJmCWzp0psfvPwgA_gx4VNvnI59glho6NSTbmqfTUF1VUm_uUynrNHmz2GV2vY76DVx2wtLBp4U_Wf6pV7JSHuQwYyrDP21FPOXB3J4Ylx5HgccZtelVabE_Bh5B65JOWkZDdidAOby3RWy2L6zyMqVA8NzjA0XIjzWiXJeqytheOLmUPU8jV4qLUddf4a_Rd6Ozg3O8V7vWSvUkNoUq3d4VXP-Jc2zAOgoybLLULpvHm9u-p2k21rd7AMUGuX5AZVsu3OWNl3cPBFN_OymUObXbqwjUrjrM1MJvsle2kGesTwmqSQKzLTz_ztZK9cvC16lunoENIlCyVeW9fWI_TJsBqFVzN0nnbqiGmCRk5DYvcvxiRod6ZmkI1tLHz3YO0hUbRERg7yTZ_5FTox1IfF_edsba2ZJKp0K8MqmfCUVUpOqfRLLjmPiGReSFypGqpzRO4KtbmN26yvqp15ABiWwl7B4E1621RNCUn_lFK6L5efgqMDvsdGU8zC3_Q4mCwOK670eTjNRLauCRKjXbROvxuM5PxBjUTc96m4iKToVfdf0HQq8PW1Gs-rwevMt3uZhCqrmqzMCLe1Xh_mht_3mTojBU=&c=LfZt9KFCwroYeRkvKI-VN8-R83cnowBThDfoLG9WAA_SdqXZlShLIA==&ch=PCFcaCOFTgvrcUDWeseEe8MjIE16Tk6pm-eXkiKTeH79fsA72Yag1Q==
https://m5vkh5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kZfSJJXETJ8e7VlJzgSybHLPrAt82jnTfNOX03CEcWGuXAhCncop04bzoGY3lZdxblTYF_Rhzp_wwpLq5Moim-qtE-yb9KjcIW0jOpGTwdZkakRsjw7YuPf3A7QBE1zotIaHbHkZ02cwuzeaxDHHF7-G1RVYFbqbdtOHp6Ngr4mZ1NO7IcLaTgH8NcvKrCiksk5Qf0WxRByp2wr45RAwtA==&c=LfZt9KFCwroYeRkvKI-VN8-R83cnowBThDfoLG9WAA_SdqXZlShLIA==&ch=PCFcaCOFTgvrcUDWeseEe8MjIE16Tk6pm-eXkiKTeH79fsA72Yag1Q==
https://m5vkh5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kZfSJJXETJ8e7VlJzgSybHLPrAt82jnTfNOX03CEcWGuXAhCncop04bzoGY3lZdxMm0_D479pdD3buq8WlChEVDCBcrTKAk_4-lRc5NKIebQZw169Xu3uSqPT80k4clISlt7wFT1wm-l_dl_fNB1FWzq17THu-byM_TArqtMyxptrV-AGDVPgjAUH89qdUOfclZ6r2TVFsw=&c=LfZt9KFCwroYeRkvKI-VN8-R83cnowBThDfoLG9WAA_SdqXZlShLIA==&ch=PCFcaCOFTgvrcUDWeseEe8MjIE16Tk6pm-eXkiKTeH79fsA72Yag1Q==
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