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From: Faith Balbuena

Scripps Humanities Institute invites you to hear Amy Zhang speak on
Environmentalism and Waste Politics in Urban China.
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Scripps Humanities Insfitute presents:

Circular Ecologies: Environmentalism and

Waste Politics in Urban China

Amy Zhang
Associate Professor of Anthropology at New York University

Tvesday, October 13 @ 4:15pm

Hampton Room

After four decodes of reform and development, China is confronting o
domestic waste crisis. As the world's largest wastegenerating nofion, the
World Economic Forum projects that by 2030, the volume of houschold waste
im China will be double that of the United States. Storfing in the early 2000s,
Chinese policymokers come fo see wosie monogement as an object of
environmental governance ceatral fo the creafion of "modern” ciies, and
experimented with the circulor economy, in which technology ond policy could
convert all forms of waste bock info resources. Based on longderm research in
Guangzhou, Circulor Ecologies critically analyzes the implementosion of
technologies and infrostructures fo moderize o megocity's woste
manogement system, and the grossroots ecological politics that emerged in
response. In Guongzhou, wosie's fransformation revealed uncomforioble truths
about China's environmentol governance: a preference for fechnology over
labor, the cesthesicizotion of order, and the expropricsion of value in service of
an ecological vision. This tolk argues that in postreform Ching, woste —the
material vestige of decodes of growth ond increasing consumption —is o
systemic irritont that troubles China's fechnocrofic governonce. Waste
provoked on enlikely codlition of erbon communities, from the middle closs fo
precarious migrant workers, that come fo consfitule o nascent, bottom-up
environmental politics, and offers o model for concepiualizing ecological
oction under authoritorion condifions.
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